Press Release Template for Local Use

NOTE: Customize this press release by filling in the areas in parentheses with information from your diocese, school, parish, college, seminary or group. Download and save this press release to your computer, then send it to local newspapers, TV stations, radio stations and your diocesan newspaper. Look online or call for the names, e-mails and addresses of reporters who cover education or religion, or just send it to the editor. Don’t forget to include it in your own institutional newsletter, annual report and Web site!
(Letterhead)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact Information

Date
Your name

Phone


E-mail address
(School/Group) Contributes (Number of) Service Hours in Honor of Pope Benedict XVI
(Your city, state) – (Dozens/Hundreds) of young people from (school/group) are preparing for the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the U.S. by volunteering in the community in honor of his birthday on April 16. A total of (number) hours of service are pledged by (number) students from the (school/group) to be completed by May 31.

This service project is part of a national effort by Catholic schools, colleges, parish religious education programs and seminaries called, “Birthday Blessings for Pope Benedict XVI: A Gift of Public Service from U.S. Catholic Youth and Students.” To see the current tally, visit the “Birthday Blessings” Web site: http://ncea.catholic.org/. 

In late February, the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA), a national organization representing Catholic education at all levels, issued the invitation to Catholic young people to do voluntary acts of service in honor of the pontiff’s birthday. Pope Benedict will turn 81 on April 16, the second day of his six-day visit to the United States April 15-20. 
The “Birthday Blessings” project allows each student to choose how to spend his or her time volunteering. Acts of service are broadly defined as anything that helps another person or improves the environment. Before engaging in the service, students were encouraged to pray a brief prayer, asking God to bless the pope. Some of the ways students at (school/group) volunteered were (list projects that your young people did).
(Insert quote from principal, director of religious education or other leader here, perhaps something like: “The young people were eager to help and excited by the opportunity to honor the pope,” said Jane Doe, principal of St. Mary School.)
-end-

Note: Call the (arch)diocese and talk to the head of Catholic education, asking for the data below. Include the paragraph below in your press release by moving it above the “-end-”, or delete it.
Service to the community is a core value of Catholic education, and most Catholic schools require it. (Name, title), a spokesperson for the Catholic (arch)diocese of (name of diocese) said that (number) Catholic schools and parishes were participating in the “Birthday Blessings” project. Together, students contributed (number) hours of community service in the diocese.
